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CLASS: Computer Repair, Maintenance, Upgrade and Management     

DATE: Thursday December 10th, 2009
TOPIC: Installing and Using Windows XP Professional                     AIM: How do we install and use Windows XP Professional?
NOTE: At the end of the period, leave the computers on the home page, put the keyboards on the top of the monitors, push in your chairs, and take your items, including any garbage with you.
H.W. # 36 
1) What steps do you take to delay the monitor from going into sleep mode after the default amount of time?
2) What is the PageFile used for?  How do you check the settings for PageFile?
3) How do you check the file system you are using on your computer?

4) Explain Fast Switching.

DO NOW: 
1) After installing Windows XP, create an account for yourself as a computer administrator and log in using that account.  Configure the settings on your account.

2) Click Start, Run, then type Msinfo32.exe in the RUN dialog box.  Click OK.  The System Information Dialog box appears.  Answer the following questions:
1) What OS version are you using?

2) What is your CPU speed?

3) What is your BIOS manufacturer and version? ___________________________________________________________

4) How much RAM is installed? _____________________

5) Go to Components, Multimedia, Display.  How much video RAM do you have? _____________________

6) Navigate through System Information.  Find the name of the driver that manages your parallel port. _______________

7) Find the name of the driver that manages your serial port. _____________________
8) How is IRQ 6 used on your computer? _________________

9) What is DMA channel 2 used for on your computer? ____________________

II) Right click on the Desktop, then Properties, then click on the Desktop tab, then Customize Desktop.  Make sure the 4 Desktop items are checked as shown in the picture below:


III) Right click on Internet Explorer, Properties, Connections, LAN settings.  Set the proxy and port number as shown below.

PROCEDURE:

Write the AIM and DO NOW.

Get students working!

Take attendance.

Go Over HW

Collect HW

Go over the Do Now

Assignment #1:

The teacher center director in 1E6 wants his monitors to stay on while the machines are turned on.  He doesn’t like the Power Management feature that turns off a monitor after a while if the computer hasn’t been used.  His reason is that when teachers come in, he wants them to know which computers work and which computers are online.  So he asked how you can make it so that the monitor doesn’t turn off.  To help the director of the teacher center, go to the Desktop, Right Click, go to Properties, then select Screen Saver, then Power.  What setting would you adjust here?


Assignment #2:

Since the computers in 4E14 are relatively old, we might want to try to update the BIOS (flashing the BIOS).  Go into CMOS and write down your BIOS version.  Then go to www.unicore.com and see if you see an upgrade for your BIOS.  If yes, then download and install the BIOS upgrade

Assignment #3:
Recall that virtual memory uses hard drive space as RAM.  In Windows 9x/Me, this space on the hard drive is called a swap file and has file name WIN386.SWP.  In Windows NT/2000/XP, the file is called a page file and has file name PAGEFILE.SYS.  Under Windows 2000/XP, the default paging file is set to 1.5 times the amount of RAM installed.  Let’s confirm this.  Right-click on My Computer, then Properties, then Advanced, Then Performance – Settings, Advanced.  What is the size of your Page File?


Assignment #4:

If you haven’t installed a second hard drive in your computer do so.  Then with 2 hard drives in Windows XP, make the 2nd hard drive Dynamic and divide it into 2 spaces (75% and 25%) , one named Media and one named Data, respectively.  You use the same process used in Windows 2000.  Sometimes getting to Computer Management takes a long time, and then you have to get to Disk Management.  Get to Disk Management directly by going to Start, Run, then type Diskmgmt.msc.
Assignment #5:

All Windows operating systems support FAT16.  Windows 95SE, Windows 98/Me, Windows 2000, and Windows XP support FAT32.  Windows NT, 2000, and XP support NTFS.  Check to see what file system you are using on your hard drive.  Go to My Computer and get to your hard drive.  Right-click on the drive and go to Properties.  In the General tab, look for the type of File System.  What file system are you using?

Assignment #6:

Earlier we spoke of virtual memory which is hard drive space used as RAM.  We can also have the reverse, namely, RAM used as hard drive space.  This is called Disk Cache.  Disk cache is used when the computer realizes that the same data keeps getting retrieved from the hard drive.  In that case, it will put that data in a part of RAM called the Disk Cache.  The next time the CPU needs that data from the hard drive again, it doesn’t have to take so long because that data is in the disk cache (that area of RAM that holds frequently accessed data from the hard drive).  In Windows 9x/Me, a program called VCACHE was automatically loaded and performed disk caching. In Windows NT/2000/XP, disk caching was integrated into operating system.  To verify that disk caching is enabled for Windows XP, open Windows Explorer, right-click on the C: drive, and select Properties.  In the drive’s Properties window, click the Policies tab and verify that “Enable write caching on disk” is checked.
Assignment #7:

If you are going to work on someone’s computer you should backup their data.  We saw in Windows 9x/Me, we used a program called Backup (it wasn’t automatically installed when Windows 9x/Me was installed, but you could go to Add/Remove Programs and install it from a Windows 9x/Me CD).  Examine Window XP’s backup program by going to Start, Programs, Accessories, System Tools, Backup.
Assignment #8:

When you first install Windows XP, only the Recycle Bin shows on the desktop by default.  Right-click on the desktop and select Properties from the shortcut menu.  Click customize Desktop.  Make sure the My Documents, My Computer, My Network Places and Internet Explorer.
Assignment #9:

When Windows XP starts, it loads Windows Messenger by default, which consumes system resources even if you are not using it.  To stop Windows Messenger, Click Tools on the Menu bar, and then click Options.  Click Preferences and uncheck “Run Windows Messenger when Windows starts”.

Assignment #10:

Install Microsoft Office and Acrobat Reader on your computer.

Assignment #11:

Do a Windows update on your computer

Assignment #12:
Create two accounts your computer; one Teacher and one Student; only teacher should be a computer administrator.  

Assignment #13:

Fast User Switching enables more than one user to be logged on to the system in Windows XP.  If this option is disabled, only one user can log on at a time.  If the option is enabled, when a user clicks Start, Log Off, then the Log Off Windows dialog box offers three options 1) Switch User    2) Log Off    3) Cancel.      When Fast User switching is disabled, the Switch User option does not appear.  You should Disable Fast User Switching when you want to conserve resources because performance is poor when several users leave applications open.  To change the way a user logs on, from Control Panel, open the User Accounts applet.  Click “Change the way users log on or off”.  Make your selections and then click apply Options to close the dialog box.

Assignment #14:Go to Add/Remove programs in Control Panel.  Then go to Add/Remove Windows components.  In Accessories and Utilities, get rid of all the games.  

Sample Test Questions:

1) What can you do if a program is not responding to any commands and appears to be locked up?
A) Open the System Control panel and choose Performance to see what process is causing the problem

B) Add more memory


C) Press CTRL-ALT-DEL to reboot the computer

D) Open Task Manager, select the appropriate task, and click End Task

2) To turn off a Windows 2000 machine, you should ________________
A) Run the Shut Down (Turn Off) command at a command prompt.

B) Turn off the switch and unplug the machine

C) Press CTRL-ALT-DEL

D) Select Start, Shut Down, Shut Down, and turn off the computer

3) Which of the following partitions is specifically the partition from which the operating system boots?

A) Primary Partition          B) Extended Partition         C) Active Partition          D) Logical Partition 

4) Within Windows 2000, what is the maximum length of a filename?

A) 8 characters plus a 3-character extension

B) 64 characters

C) 255 characters                                                          D) unlimited

5) Which of the following utilities will rearrange the files on your hard drive to occupy contiguous chunks of space?
A) Disk Defragmenter             B) Windows Explorer             C) Scandisk           D) Windows Backup

6) If you have 256MB of RAM in a Windows 2000 machine, what is the minimum recommended size for the swap file?

A) 128MB            B) 256MB            C) 384MB            D) 512MB













































































































