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A Man for All Seasons

I enjoyed this film depicting the life of Sir Thomas More. It made More’s story easier to see the interactions of all of the different players in this segment of history. I believe the film accurately portrayed all of the characters involved. The director did not “spin” either side’s views as right or wrong, he simply let the decision fall to the viewer.


The movie showed the positive and negative of the Church of England, something that is hard to find, as many would vilify the Anglicans. The Roman Catholics see the Church of England as a product of a rebellious king. Protestants see the Church of England as no better than the Catholic Church of the Reformation, both are equally “oppressive” (some would say) in their freedom of religion.


I also appreciated the human manner in which More was presented. He was not above error, nor was he wholly a villain. More had his beliefs and reasons for his actions. He stuck to the law of the land. The king, too, had his reasons, however unconvincing they were – he was acting out of desperation. Unfortunately for More, the king’s wishes go before those convictions of any other man under the crown.


I also liked the way the film portrayed the other characters in the story. How positions for the “unfit” were doled out to those with the right ties, how alliances were fragile in such an uncertain time. The local constable, a long time friend of Thomas’, was unable to offer protection to More for fear of his own life and position would be in jeopardy.

I think the film was fair to both sides of the issue and did not try to sway the audience one way or another, only to present the story in an entertaining way.
The Tragic History of Dr. Faustus
“Here Faustus, try thy brains to gain a deity.” (NA 994)

I understand Faustus’ hunger for knowledge. The vast amounts of knowledge to be obtained simply for the asking is an overwhelming charm in life. Many men have spent their entire lives pursuing knowledge, never having their fill. To be a glutton of knowledge is looked upon as a noble pursuit. Faustus was just this person. He had his fill of the physical realm, and had turned his attention to the supernatural and to the occult. Seeking what more power and knowledge lay on the other side of this universe. Seeking to become a ruler of the supernatural too, Faustus was warned by the angel to turn back before it was too late.

“O Faustus lay that damned book aside, and gaze not on it, lest it tempt thy soul, And heap God's heavy wrath upon thy head: Read, read the scriptures; that is blasphemy.” (NA 994)

The devil saw his desires and offered him more power and more knowledge than he could dream of, and Faustus took the bait. Sealing his soul for eternity, Faustus traded it for the knowledge and power he could not find through the natural world. Faustus grew as his fairytale voyage took him places unimaginable. The whimsical journey that mankind has always dreamed of.

In the end, Faustus may have known in the back of his mind that judgment was coming, but he had not time to worry about that until it was upon him. As readers we often see such folly as ridiculous and simple, but often times we sacrifice the “big picture” to gain benefit in the “here and now”. Faustus is prime example of man’s pride getting in the way of his reasoning.
The Flea and The Canonization

Donne’s poems seem to be a bit racy for the period in which they were written. Written today, many more would find them offensive and probably label them as senseless eroticism. Love is ever present in pop culture, and Donne’s works were no different. One major difference between the modern views of such racy material and the works of Donne is that his writing alludes to sex, but do not mention it explicitly. Today it is acceptable to speak openly of sex.

The attitudes towards sex have changed drastically. Some welcome this open and unashamed approach to speak on the subject. They would say that we are becoming liberated from old, stuffy, Victorian views about life. This is possible, but in doing so we have lost the dance of erotic speech. The hints and clues dropped for the reader to pick up on- the ‘hidden message’ as it were. The insinuations and innuendos that tease the reader’s imagination are blown away and we hear plainly what it is the artist dreams up.


In The Flea, Donne’s wording seems a bit strange and a far stretch to make the connection to sex. It appears to be disconnected thoughts. After re-reading the piece you begin to understand the approach the author is taking to the object of his affection.

In The Canonization, the tone is more romantic and subject to whom the piece is written is a different party. In The Flea the work is written to the lover-to-be (hopefully), The Canonization on the other hand is written as half of a conversation among friends.

I found The Canonization to be more enjoyable and endearing. Maybe it’s because it is a more classic example of an enraptured lover describing his emotions. This is what we hear most of in any romantic love song. It is something we are all more familiar with and can connect more easily to.

The style of The Canonization took some getting used to. The first time I read it I did not fully understand the flow from one stanza to the next. It was only after discussing it with a friend that I understood it to be half of a conversation with the other have of the conversation removed. The style is interesting to read once the reader understands the form. It allows the author to hold a conversation with half as many words - speaking without saying a word.
Gulliver’s Travels
“A Voyage to the Country of the Houyhnhnms”

I found this segment from the classic story of Gulliver’s Travels entertaining. Having never read Gulliver’s Travels in it’s entirety, I enjoyed reading this excerpt. I plan to read the rest of the work in the future. The story of Gulliver’s encounter with the characters in the country of the Houyhnhnm is quite far-fetched, but it’s not merely a whimsical story of a man in an alien land. I was surprised to learn it was a satire on mankind’s inability to function purely on rational thought.


The example of the Yahoos portrays man stripped to his raw emotions, void of manners or reason. The Houyhnhnm represent noble thought and reason, operating in a void emotional sway. Gulliver’s personality lay between the two extremes. I find it interesting that Jonathon Swift chose the horse to represent the Houyhnhnms and play the role of the higher being. Horses at the time were utilitarian, they were work animals (at least, more so than they are today). The modern equivalent is HAL, the computer in 2001: A Space Odyssey, the “workhorse” tool becomes the master and teaches us a lesson in humility (only the horses in Gulliver’s Travels are without the malicious intent like HAL). We see the story played out time and again, about how we might learn from a higher being if we would only stop and listen.

The Yahoos are also interesting to observe. They are depraved man in his lowest state acting on pure emotion and whimsy. The Yahoos are examples of just how bad man can be if it wasn’t for the “civilized society” of Europe. It is also interesting to see the opposition that Gulliver shows upon his arrival back home. He is revolted by the similarities between the Yahoos and their “civilized” cousin the humans. He wishes he were back in the land of the Houyhnhnm, where order and reason ruled daily life.


One reason Gulliver’s Travels continues to be on the list of great classics is how it reaches through history and is entertaining not only in the context it was written, but how it also appeals to the archetypes found through human society. How many generations have seen men act as fools, throwing reason to the wind? How often has man longed to be able to remove his emotion so that he may make a decision based purely on reason?

These are age-old issues that man has dealt with so long as he had a neighbor or anyone to care about.
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