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RW Norton Art Collection Journal Entry

What a great find! Exiting the interstate, I didn’t think I would find an art gallery in that neighborhood. When I finally turned onto the road the gallery was on, the scenery changed dramatically. Huge oak trees, a calm, gentle drive leading up to a very impressive building. Jennifer, my wife, came along for the ride was equally impressed. I was sure there would be something inside that we’d enjoy. We poked around for a bit in the main hallways before seeking out the focus of our trip, a page from a Gutenberg Bible. I was impressed with the whimsical architecture sketches done, I found them to be satirical of a fascist government or the pace of industrialize society. I found the collection of landscape paintings also pleasant. We asked one of the staff where we could in our prize, the Gutenberg Bible, and he pointed us in the direction of a small room. I was surprised at how unassumingly it was hung on a wall in a back room. It seemed to be an afterthought to all of the western still-life paintings hung with care. I found other pieces in the room interesting. The celestial globe that dates back several centuries was a nice find. The double elephant Audubon book was impressive as well.

In the south wing, I was amazed at the unusual gun collection stored on glass shelves with a mirrored backing. Many of the gun designs were odd and unique. Several designs I had never even heard of before. On our way to the front desk to make our way home, we stopped to view the many pieces of George Washington paraphernalia in a small care. It was interesting to see all of the various depictions of General Washington from a time when there were no photographs. Such pieces would not make it into circulate today.

After leaving the gallery, we found a nice, Greek restaurant and spent the evening exploring more of Shreveport. A great experience overall, and one we’ll be sure to repeat.
Dream of the Rood Journal Entry


It seems that I’ve heard this story before, told in other ways, about a young tree is taken from his forest and made into what God requires of him, as told from the tree’s perspective. Maybe that story was taken from Dream of the Rood, maybe it’s just a Christian archetype. The story I’ve heard is that God will take us in whatever state we may be (growing in a forest), cause us some pain and suffering to get us where we need to be (cut down and hewn), fashioned into a form that we may never have dreamed we’d be in (wooden cross), only to fulfill God’s plan in our life. We might not see where God is leading us down a mysterious and confusing road – we might ask “why is this happening to me?” – but it’s only in the end, that was can look back and say “thank you for this blessing to serve you in this way”. The tree in Dream of the Rood, saw his duty to hold up Christ (not to sag under the burden), but in the end, he was revered for his service and cherished for his role in the Passion.


I found the heroic image of Christ on the cross somewhat odd. I don’t know that he actually climbed on the cross himself, but in the society Dream was written, I don’t think it was very fitting for a king to humble himself in such a way as to die on the cross. To keep him looking bold, in charge and to appeal to the commoner, it was important that he carry himself to the death on the cross. It plays into the notion that he didn’t die on the cross as much as he gave his life on the cross.
Julian of Norwich Journal Entry

I’m not quite sure what I think of Julian of Norwich’s story. Mysticism is just something that is so far removed from my reality that it confuses me. I’m at a loss when it comes to my belief on the matter. Sure God can speak to his people in such a way. The question is: Does He? I often think people desire for Him to be revealed in such a manner, more than He actually does make Himself known.


Does this discount Julian of Norwich’s experience? I don’t necessarily think it does, but I must confess I’m skeptical. It was surely a life-changing experience for her, so drastic that she withdrew from public view to follow His will. This does lend some credibility to her story, not many people would make up such a tale only to go off and live a life of solitude based on a lie. To do so would be insanity. Does this prove this was a Divine encounter? Not necessarily, but it surely affected her deeply.


A Book of Showings is accurate in its theology, so I have no doubts about her motivation for writing the piece. I think she truly has poured out her heart into this work, and seeks to follow God’s will for her life. She has a spirit of love and compassion in her writing and seeks to honor her Lord in her writing. I found the language to be a bit of a barrier – her dialect is a bit different from my own, but I think this is a noteworthy piece of literature. Surely it is not one of my favorite readings, but it is not without virtue.
Canterbury Tales: Wife of Bath’s Tale Journal Entry

The Wife of Bath’s prologue seemed revolting enough. I realized from the exercise we did of labeling characters in Canterbury Tales that there was more to the Wife of Bath than a scheming old maid. I first took her to be a dark character, not simply misunderstood. Her plight is understandable enough, who really wants to spend the rest of their life alone? What I struck me was the “they learned to be happy” bit. “Learned” you say?! I don’t fully understand her intense desire to marry and join another man in life, but is so stubborn to not change her ways. She is either intensely stubborn or unbelievably selfish. (I guess the old saying about marriage being “50-50” never made it around her neck of the woods.)

I was rather stumped when looking for the meaning of such a long prolog, and I guess I missed the segway that Chaucer intended.

“The Wife of Bath’s Tale” is a entertaining story. It follows in the same vein as the Toad Prince (…or did the toad prince follow ’Wife of Bath’?). It’s always a fun read when we revisit the unseen treasure that awaits the hero. I also appreciate the humility shown on the part of the good knight. This is a side of storytelling not seen as much. Usually, thanks to pop culture, our heroes are strong, fearless, rough-and-tumble guys that will never bend to anyone else’s will. Here, though, Wife of Bath shows us that humility does win out in the end. You have to love a story with a happy ending.
English Translation of the Holy Bible

I found the history of the business of translating the Bible into English an incredible story. Having attended a Christian school growing up, and taken Bible class here at LeTourneau, I’ve heard bits and pieces of the story all along. It is a remarkable struggle made on the part of very courageous, daring and determined individuals. I enjoyed seeing the various hand-copied pages from your collection. To see the elaborate work put into each copy was amazing.

Finding out about errors between copies was also intriguing. It made me wonder what other passages were not in agreement among translations which led me to search on the web to find a table of such passages. I think the Bible has a rich history outside of the text, and I must say this was, by far, my favorite subject covered in the class. (Right up there with the video on the history of the English language) Finding the relationship between all of the “big names” and how each had a critical role in the translation process, copying it into the vernacular for their own time and place is quite interesting. I had heard of the Vulgate, Tyndale’s work, the Geneva Bible, and the Authorized Version – but I never knew how they all flowed together. It is a great read and a very informative piece of history.
