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Course Description

This course is an exegetical study of Johannine Literature (The Gospel of John and the Epistles of John). Social and historical contexts of these documents will be examined. Literary structure, hermeneutical considerations, theological argumentation, and personal applications are included.

Course Objectives

1. Understand the historical, literary, and theological content of the Johannine Literature.

2. Competently apply the various skills required to read and interpret the Johannine Literature.

3. Evaluate how the content of the Johannine Literature relates to various modern, cultural, personal, and spiritual issues.

4. Allow the Johannine Literature to strengthen our faith, obedience, and devotion to Christ.

5. Value the discipline of studying Biblical texts from an academic perspective.

Christian Leadership Distinctives


The Christian leadership distinctives are woven into the fabric of the LeTourneau University community and educational experience.  The leadership distinctives integrated into this course include:

Discovering Purpose: In the Bible God revealed His purposes for the world and His kingdom.  As citizens of the Kingdom of God, all Christians share the purposes of glorifying God, loving God, and fulfilling the Great Commission.  We are better able to discover our individual purposes within the context of our shared purposes and through Bible study. “For to me, to live is Christ” (Philippians 1:21a).
Grounding Values: The basis for our Christian values and ethics, which informs every area of our lives, is revealed in the Word of God.  “But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness” (1 Timothy 6:11).
Broadening Knowledge:  The Word of God nourishes the growing Christian.  This course provides a broad knowledge of the context and content of the biblical material.  Students are expected to use their breadth of biblical knowledge to grow spiritually, to communicate the good news of salvation, and to transform the world.  Since the Bible has profoundly influenced history, literature, culture, and values, biblical study is essential for a liberal education.  “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Deepening Skills:  Christian leaders are called to excellence in all walks of life.  This course reinforces and establishes essential skills for sound interpretation and application of the Bible. “But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have” (1 Peter 3:15b).

Collaborating Service:  While each Christian has a personal relationship with God, each Christian is a part of the Body of Christ.  The Bible establishes important principles for our family, church, work, community, and global relationships.  “So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” (Rom 12:5).
Required Texts

1. (B) Bible. A modern translation such as the New International Version (NIV), New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), or New American Standard Version (NASB) is recommended. Other translations such as the New Living Translation (NLT), Revised Standard Version (RSV), New King James Version (NKJV), King James Version (KJV) are acceptable but not preferable. Any major translation (not paraphrase) is acceptable.
2. (K) Kostenberger, Andreas. Encountering John: The Gospel in Historical, Literary, and Theological Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. 
3. (W)  van der Watt, Jan. An Introduction to the Johannine Gospel and Letters. New York: T & T Clark, 2007.

Expectations

Attendance. Students are expected to attend every class on time. Since this is a two week summer course, missing a day of class would put a student significantly behind. It is the student’s responsibility to inform the professor in advance for anticipated absences. Excused absences for anticipated conflicts besides official school functions are rarely granted but are ultimately left to the discretion of the professor. A student who misses class due to illness may receive an excused absence in one of two ways: (1) providing a doctor’s note related to the particular absence; or (2) emailing or calling the professor before class begins (if you are unable to do so then a roommate, friend, or family member should do so on your behalf). A “make-up” for an exam, quiz, or assignment is allowed only for excused absences. Unexcused absences are the student’s responsibility and will result in a grade of zero for missed tests, quizzes, or class assignments. 

I will allow two days to make up any missed work in this course. Since it is difficult to participate while absent and the best learning environment exists within community (i.e. your absence affects the learning experience of your classmates), unexcused absences affect the final grade. After each unexcused absence the student’s final grade will be lowered by 4%.

Positive Attitude. Each student is expected to contribute positively to class. Negative and “know it all” attitudes will not be tolerated. Your positive attitude will take you a long way not only in this class, but in your life as a Christian. 
Active Participation. The student is expected not only to come to class but also be engaged with class lectures and group exercises. As social beings we learn best in community, and therefore, not only need to listen and consider the comments of the professor or other students, but also be willing to contribute to the learning environment ourselves. Working on other subjects in class, surfing the internet, typing emails, watching movie clips, conversing with a classmate, listening to ipods, snoring, etc., are examples of disengagement. In addition, students will have the opportunity to pray or share a short devotion with the class. If one does not feel comfortable praying or sharing a short devotion with the class, he or she should contact the professor.
Assignments
 (See class schedule below for due dates)

Reading and Homework Assignments (30%)  The student is expected to read the biblical text and the assigned textbook entries before each class. Any and all material from these readings as well as from class lectures and discussions will be considered “fair game” for exams or homework assignments, so it would be expedient to have this reading done before coming to class and not expect that the professor is going to “go over it anyway.”  Each student will complete five homework assignments based on Kostenberger’s textbook. The homework assignments will be based on questions that are given after each chapter in that textbook. The schedule for when those assignments will be due and the number for those questions will be given in the class schedule below. 
Tests (30%) There will be 2 tests during the semester. Each is weighted equally and will be worth 15%. 

Group Research Exegesis Presentation (30%) Each student will take part in the group research exegesis project that will culminate in a presentation during the last two days of the course. The class will be divided into groups and each group will get a passage from the Gospel of John. The passages chosen for this project for the most part will contain an exegetical riddle or an issue that the group will try to examine. Each student is expected to contribute to this project. The group will divide the responsibilities for the tasks at hand. Each student will prepare a one to two page summary of what they have done and how they contributed. Each person will complete an evaluation of others in that group. Each person will be expected to take part in a presentation. Presentations should reflect the component parts of any good exegesis (historical and social contexts, literary context, the meaning of the passage in the original context, theological principles, application, etc.). The following passages will be chosen for exegesis projects: (1) John 2:13-25: The Cleansing of the Temple; (2) John 6:41-59: The Bread of Life Discourse; (3) John 8:1-11: Woman Caught in Adultery; (4) John 11:30-44: Raising of Lazarus; (5) John 13:1-20: The Supper and Footwashing; (6) John 20:19-31: Johannine Pentecost, Thomas’ Confession, and the Purpose of John’s Gospel; (7) John 21:15-21: Jesus, Peter, and the Disciple Whom Jesus Loved.
Since this is an academic upper-level Biblical Studies course, the group exegesis will need to represent high quality work, evidencing up-to-date scholastic sources, critical and analytical thinking. At least 8 academic sources and one primary source outside of the Biblical documents should be used. Please do not use Internet commentaries or E-Sword commentaries. Do not settle for mediocrity and/or old sources when it comes to studying the word of God! Academic sources include critical commentaries, scholarly articles in theological journals and dictionaries, monographs, essays, etc.  Primary sources include works of ancient literature such as Josephus, Roman historians, Jewish ancient theologians, intertestamental literature, the writings of church fathers, etc. 

“One-Sit” Reading and Reflection (10 %):  The student is to read the Gospel of John in one sitting, with no interruptions. While reading speed will vary from student to student, the idea is not to zip through the text but to read it at a moderate and normal pace. The student is also to include a 750-word reflection of the reading (e.g. thoughts, reflections, insights, etc.) in lieu of the exercise. The Reflection should essentially answer the question, “What did you notice, or what stuck out to you, from reading the Gospel of John in one sitting?” While the Reflection will not be graded with respect to right or wrong answers, points will be deducted for lack of thoughtful engagement. As you may suspect, the entire sitting and reflection could take a few hours, at least. So clear your schedule and camp out somewhere. 

Grading Rubric Summary

2 Tests




30% (15% each)

Group Exegetical/Research Project

30%

Reading and Worksheet Assignments
30%

One-Sit Reading and Reflection

10%

Due Dates/Late Work

Assignments are to be turned in during the class period that corresponds with the day it is due on the syllabus. In case of the unforeseen circumstances, a student may turn in a work after the class by 9 p.m. on that day. A late penalty of 10 points will be incurred for each day an assignment is late. The last day to turn in late assignments is on the last day of the course. 
Bringing Guests

Bringing guests is encouraged. If you consider bringing a guest (such as a parent, friend, or sibling) you will need to notify the professor ahead of time so that appropriate sitting arrangements can be made.

Disabilities

If you have a physical or learning disability (e.g. ADD), please let me know so appropriate accommodations can be made. Students enrolled in an institution of higher education are required to self-identify if they would like to request academic support services on the basis of a disability. LeTourneau University encourages a student with a disability to self-identify after admission and to provide required documentation to the Dean of Student Services at 903.233.4460. Even if you do not have a learning disability, but you are having difficulty keeping up or learning the material, feel free to talk with me. I am here to help you learn.

Academic Honesty

“Academic dishonesty is a serious breach of trust within the LeTourneau University community because it violates the regard for truth essential to genuine learning and Christian consistency” (Student Handbook, 10). Academic dishonesty “consists of misrepresentation in an attempt to deceive. In an academic setting, this may take any number of forms such as: (1) copying or using unauthorized aids in tests, examinations or laboratory reports; (2) plagiarism, the submission of work done by someone else as if it were one’s own; (3) use of files, tests, or problems from previous classes other than allowed by the faculty member; (4) looking at an examination paper or answer sheet of another student; (5) obtaining, before or during the administration of a test, unauthorized information regarding the test; (6) possessing or distributing a test or other assignment material before or during its administration; and (7) cooperating or aiding in any of the above” (Student Handbook, 10). I expect all work you submit, whether a test or assignment, to be your work and to reflect your understanding of the material. Therefore, any inappropriate aids or plagiarism are prohibited. You may not submit work which has been previously submitted in another class. Plagiarizing or cheating on an assignment or test will result in a zero for that assignment. Cheating could result in failure of the course. In the event of plagiarism or cheating your advisor and the VP of Student Affairs will be notified in writing. See the Student Handbook (pp. 10-11) for additional specifics. Cheating is not in line with Christian character and Biblical principles. “Lord, who may dwell in your sanctuary…he who keeps his oath even when it hurts” (Ps 15:1, 4). “Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice” (Prov 16:8).

Online/Blackboard

This course has a supplementary page at http://online.letu.edu. This allows greater access through email and provides additional information. The syllabus and other course documents are posted on Blackboard. Please do not be rude if something is not posted on blackboard. Instead, notify the professor cordially. Using professor’s materials posted on blackboard is a privilege, not an entitlement. If you do not know your password to access Blackboard, go to www.letu.edu/start/ for the necessary information.

Class Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Assignment Due

	Wed 5/6
	Introduction to Course

Introduction to Johannine Literature

Getting to Know the Gospel of John

John 1
	

	Thu 5/7
	Getting to Know the Gospel of John

Getting to Know the Background for the Life of Jesus

John 2
	Reading K book: material covering introductory lectures and John 1-2

	Fri 5/8 
	Getting to Know the Gospel of John

John 3-4
	K: John 3-4

One Sit Reading Reflection Due

Assignment # 1 (1:3; 3:1; 4:1; 6:1 or 6:2)



	Mon 5/11 
	John 5-7
	K: John 5-7

Assignment # 2 (7:1; 7:2)

	Tue 5/12
	John 8-12
	K: John 8-12

Assignment # 3 (8:1; 10:3)

	Wed 5/13
	Exam 1

John 13-15
	K: John 13-15

	Thu 5/14 
	John 16-20
	K: John 16-20

Assignment #4 (11:2; 11:3; 12:3; 13:3)

	Fri 5/15
	John 21, Epistles of John
	K: 21; W: 20-25; 78-79; 121-130

Assignment #5 (14:2; 15:2; 15:3)

	Mon 5/18
	Catch Up

Presentations
	

	Tue 5/19 
	Catch Up

Presentations

Exam 2
	


Group Exegesis/Research Project 

I. Presentation

A. Research (sources) 




[15%] 
_____

B. Communication (clarity and organization)

[10%]
_____

C. Creativity





[10%]
_____

II. Exegesis


A. Historical and Social Context 



[15%]
_____


B. Literary Context (narrative flow, surrounding passages,



book)
                                                                        [10%]  _____

C. Word Study/Grammar/Syntax/Structure of the Passage        
[10%]  _____
D. Passage Analysis and Observations
E. Theological Principles 




[10%]
_____


F. Application





[10%]
_____











Grade
_____
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� The professor reserves the right to change assignments, dates assignments due, schedule of lectures, and other items pertaining to the course in accordance with the overall performance of the class.
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